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● Total agriculture cash receipts in 2023 totaled $3.99 billion, 

up 4% from 2022.

● Livestock product receipts up 3% to $3.09 billion in 2023.
○ Cattle - $1.7 billion

○ Dairy Products - $1.2 billion

● Crop value increased 5% to $898 million.
○ Pecans were third largest cash commodity at $189 million.

○ Hay ranked fourth at $145 million

○ Onions were fifth at $137 million

Agriculture in New Mexico
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https://www.terrainag.com/insights/first-look-2
023-farm-profitability-by-state/



● Farmers and ranchers purchased $3.25 billion of inputs in 

2023 to produce crops and livestock.

○ Livestock purchases - $776 million.

○ Livestock feed - $764 million. 

○ Petroleum fuel and oil costs - $118 million.

○ Repair and maintenance of capital items - $130 million.

Agriculture in New Mexico
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● Direct contributions: The value of production, the jobs and 

employee compensation it creates, and the local and state taxes 

generated.

● Indirect contributions: The economic impact of producers and their 

suppliers buying goods and services (inputs) from local (state of 

New Mexico) industries.

● Induced Effects: Occur through re-spending of income received by 

owners of the labor inputs 

Economic Value of Agriculture
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https://www.bicmagazine.com/industry/commodities/understanding-economic-impact-us-refineries/



● Cattle, Dairy, 

Pecans, Chile, 

Cotton, Hay, 

and Onions

Key Ag in South Central New Mexico
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Agriculture in Doña Ana County
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NM AG in 2012

● The total value of the agricultural sector’s 
production increased from $2.9 billion in 
2009 (a poor year because of dairy losses) to 
$4.26 billion in 2012—up 47%

● The value of livestock production increased 
56% from 2009 to 2012 to $3.14 billion, 
primarily due to increased milk and cattle 
prices.

● The value of crop production increased 29% 
from 2009 to 2012 to $823 million

● New Mexico’s top six agricultural 
commodities accounted for 89% of total 
agricultural revenues: 

○ cattle and calves ($1.751 billion)
○ dairy products ($1.409 billion) 
○ hay ($172.3 million) 
○ pecans ($110.5 million)
○ chile ($65.4 million)
○ onions ($56.1 million)

NMSU Extension Publication: Circular 675 - Agriculture’s Contribution to New Mexico’s Economy 
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● Pecan production in New Mexico totaled 84.80 million 

pounds in 2024, 

○ down 22.70 million pounds from 2023, 

○ but once again ranking New Mexico second in the nation 

in pecan production. 

● Growers received $1.97 per pound, on average, for their 

pecans, up 12 percent from the previous year.

Pecans in New Nexico
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Economic Pillars – Pecan Industry

The City of Las Cruces

2024 NM State Ag Overview lists Pecans at $1.97/LB 
= $108.3 Million for Doña Ana County Production
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https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/carya/illinoesis.htm

How’d They Get Here?

A Very Brief History of Pecans

● Pecan (Carya illinoensis) is one of the 

better-known pecan hickories. 

● Pecan are native to the lower 

Mississippi Valley. Within this region it 

extends westward to eastern Kansas 

and central Texas, eastward to western 

Mississippi and western Tennessee. 

● Pecan also grows locally throughout 

northeastern and central Mexico
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https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/carya/illinoesis.htm

● In its range where Spanish is spoken, nogal 

morado or nuez encarcelada, nuez de la 

arruga, nueces de pecán, pacana, etc. 

There are many indigenous words for the 

pecan as well.

● These native pecans were and continue to 

be highly valued as sources of new 

varieties and as stock for selected clones. 

● Besides the commercial edible nut that it 

produces, the pecan provides food for 

wildlife. 

● Pecans are an excellent multipurpose tree 

for the home landscape by providing a 

source of nuts, furniture-grade wood, and 

esthetic value.



● There is evidence that some were brought to the area 

from central Texas and north-central Mexico in the late 

1800s or early 1900s.
Herrera, NMSU Extension Guide H-626

Origins of Pecans in Doña Ana County 
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● 1910s: Fabian Garcia, the first director of the 

New Mexico Agricultural Experiment Station, 

planted some of the first pecan trees in the 

Mesilla Valley. 

● Many of these original trees are still standing at 

NMSU's Fabian Garcia Horticultural Science 

Center.

Origins of Pecans in Doña Ana County 
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● One of the early pioneers of pecan promotion in the Mesilla 

Valley was J.W. Newberry of Fairacres, NM. Newberry grew, 

propagated, and sold pecan trees.

● 1930s: The first large-scale planting of pecans was made by 

Deane Stahmann. This 30-acre planting was on the Snow 

Ranch, a farm south of Las Cruces.
Herrera, NMSU Extension Guide H-626

Origins of Pecans in Doña Ana County 
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● Stahmann eventually planted ~4,000 acres 

of trees along the Rio Grande, a few miles 

from Fabian Garcia's original plantings. 

● Many of Stahmann's innovations, 

particularly with regards to pruning, are 

common practice among pecan growers in 

the west today.

Origins of Pecans in Doña Ana County 
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● 1920: Just 626 lbs of pecan production recorded in 

New Mexico. 

● 1960s: About 6,000 acres of pecan orchards existed 

in NM driven primarily by Stahmann Farm expansion. 

● 1992: The western region (which includes NM) 

produced over 100 million pounds of top-quality 

pecans

● 2024: 30,200 acres of pecans (55,000,000#) 

harvested in Doña Ana County. 

Growth & Expansion of Pecans 
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● Pecans are one of Southern NM’s signature 

commodities.

● Doña Ana County is the largest pecan-producing 

county in the U.S.
○ ~21% of national output (55 of 265 Million # in 2024)

An Economic Engine in Doña Ana County 
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● Highly labor-intensive crop: orchard maintenance, 

harvest, shelling, processing.

● Supports thousands of seasonal and permanent 

jobs, many tied to migrant and H-2A workers.

Pecan Labor Impact in Doña Ana County 
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● Direct effects: wages, farm 

income, export sales.

● Indirect effects: input purchases 

(irrigation, equipment, fertilizers).

● Induced effects: household 

spending in retail, housing, 

healthcare.

Pecan Ripple Effects in Doña Ana County 
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● Every $1 of pecan output generates ~$1.80–$2.00 in total 

economic activity (NMSU Circular CR-675).

Pecans are not just a crop, they are a cornerstone 

of Southern NM’s economy, sustaining families, 

communities, and regional trade.

Pecan Ripple Effects in Doña Ana County 
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● Before large-scale irrigation, farming in the Mesilla Valley relied on 

acequia systems dating back to Spanish and Pueblo times. These 

canals supported small grains, alfalfa, and subsistence crops but 

were limited by seasonal river flow and droughts.

● 1906:, the U.S. and Mexico signed the Rio Grande Project Treaty, 

allocating water between the two countries. This was followed by 

the creation of the Elephant Butte Dam by the U.S. Bureau of 

Reclamation (completed 1916) and an extensive canal system.

● Irrigation in Mesilla Valley agriculture expanded and set the stage 

for labor-intensive specialty crops.

Historical Agricultural Labor in Southern New Mexico
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● 1921: Fabián García standardizes chile with New Mexico No. 9, 

catalyzing a commercial chile industry that would rely on large seasonal 

crews for field work and hand harvest.

● 1930s: Pecans grown at scale and orchards are labor-intensive 

year-round

Chile and pecan orchards created seasonal employment and 

anchored a multi-national workforce that shaped language, culture, 

and community institutions in the Mesilla Valley.

Historical Agricultural Labor in Southern New Mexico
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Historical Agricultural Labor in Southern New Mexico
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● World War II labor shortage: 

Local Farms used German and 

Italian POW labor alongside 

local crews. 

WWII Era Ag Labor in Southern New Mexico
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● Bracero Program (1942–1964) 
○ During World War II, The Bracero Program was an agreement 

between the United States and Mexico allowing farmers into the U.S. 

to remedy agricultural labor shortages.

○ Despite enduring discrimination, hazardous work and living 

conditions, and poor compensation, tens of thousands of braceros 

arrived annually to fulfill the demands of chile, onion, cotton, and 

orchard work. 

○ The program left lasting social ties, settlements, and labor networks 

in the region.

Bracero Program in Southern New Mexico

The City of Las Cruces

https://www.lcsun-news.com/story/life/2022/03/12/bracero-program-detailed-nmsu-archive-papers/9448642002/
https://media.newmexicoculture.org/media_files/events/1200/6514_1200.jpg

https://www.lcsun-news.com/story/life/2022/03/12/bracero-program-detailed-nmsu-archive-papers/9448642002/
https://media.newmexicoculture.org/media_files/events/1200/6514_1200.jpg


● After Bracero (1965–1990s)
○ Pecans: Doña Ana orchards continue expanding. Mechanical limb shakers and 

catch frames reduce some harvest picking. Orchards still require significant 

year-round labor.

○ Chile: Despite research advances, field work and harvest remain largely 

manual through the 1980s. This sustains large seasonal crews. Early 

mechanization efforts were limited by fruit damage and plant architecture.

○ Regional workforce patterns: Binational migration continues informally after 

1964. Farm labor communities in Doña Ana County grow, embedding farm 

work into local identity, cuisine, and family economies.

Consolidation, Hand Harvest & Selective Mechanization
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● In a 1993 survey of 109 onion harvest workers, two main migrant worker groups were 

identified:

○ Family groups from South Texas, long-part of the labor stream.

○ Single male workers from Mexico, forming a growing share over time.

● Strong social support networks, housing, and transport ("day-haul" systems) helped 

sustain labor supply.

● Annual earnings ranged from $2,000 to $13,000, with a median household income of 

$6,000.

● A plentiful labor supply discouraged early mechanization efforts.
Clyde Eastman, 1996, NMSU Extension Research Report 707

Historical Labor Landscape in Southern New Mexico
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● Immigrant farm workers are usually poor before they 

migrate. Conditions are generally not good where they 

came from. Consequently, they are more willing than 

domestic workers to accept difficult work, lower wages, 

and less than optimal working conditions.

● Since the Agricultural boom of the early 1900s, 

thousands of migrant and seasonal workers, many from 

Mexico, supply critical labor for labor-intensive crops.

Historical Labor Landscape in Southern New Mexico

The City of Las Cruces

https://guides.loc.gov/latinx-civil-rights/bracero-program



● From 2009 to 2014:

○ Hired farmworker jobs in New Mexico increased by ~578 positions (+5%).

○ Number of farms employing hired workers rose by 28%, even as total 

farmworkers declined by 5%.

○ Seasonal employment fell 12%, while full-time farm work grew by 7%

● Doña Ana County 

○ bucked national farm decline trends, seeing a 24% rise in farm numbers 

from 1,762 in 2007 to 2,184 in 2012 (1,990 as of 2022 Census)
New Mexico MEP Agriculture Review: https://web.ped.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/New-Mexico-Agriculture-Report.pdf

Recent Shifts in Farm Labor & Structural Changes
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● Labor Scarcity

○ Workforce shortages & aging workforce

○ Nationally, growing wealth in Mexico and stricter immigration 

enforcement are shrinking the traditional migrant labor pool, 

signaling future shortages.

○ Immigration and H-2A visa program shortfalls

○ Rising wage & compliance costs

Challenges & The Future of Farm Labor
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● Some agricultural sectors are exploring 

automation and robotics, though adoption is 

uneven, especially for labor-intensive crops like 

chile and onions.

● NMSU has many partners working in Ag Tech and 

Ag Experimentation Stations across the state.

Mechanization & Technology
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● Farm labor remains among the most hazardous job categories in 

the U.S., often excluded from standard labor protections. 

● 2014–2015 court rulings 

○ New Mexico extended workers' compensation coverage to 

farmworkers, addressing a longstanding exclusion and 

enhancing labor protection.

● National and Global competition

Labor Risks, Policy, & Market Pressures
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● Agricultural Labor plays an important role in 

sustaining farming families & traditions.

● Important to rural communities and cultural identity.

Community & Cultural Dimensions
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● Southern New Mexico’s Agricultural labor story reflects broader 

trends:
○ Reliance on migrant farmworkers 

○ Legal progress in labor rights 

○ Long-term pressures from demographic change 

○ Mechanization limits

○ Policy gaps 

● The region must prepare for a future defined by labor unpredictability 

and the need for innovation.
○ Opportunities for innovation, education, and policy support

Future Trends in Ag Economics & Labor
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 Discussion and Q & A_



RESOURCES AND CONTACTS

NMSU Agricultural Economics & Agricultural Business Dept.

● https://aces.nmsu.edu/academic/aeab
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